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Welcome to the Autumn edition of my e-newsletter 

Having fought hard for Federal Funding of $9.7M for the expansion of the Busselton-Margaret River Regional Airport, I look 
forward to the completion of the expansion in 2018.  This is a very exciting time for the South West as it will enable the  
development and expansion of small business and industries, provide export and freight opportunities, and facilitate  
international fights to further enhance our South West region as a world class tourist destination.      

PASE supporting SW Australian exporters 

Around $2 million in funding is now available for projects to improve market 
access for Australian dairy, egg, grain, plant, horticulture and meat exports, 
through Round 2 of the Package Assisting Small Exports (PASE).   
 

PASE consists of three components:  a rebate for eligible small exporters to 
assist with export registration charges for the financial year; a review of export 
fees and charges; and funding for projects that will improve market access for 
small exporters. 
 

More than 600 small exporters have already received a rebate on their export 
registration charges.  For more information potential applicants can visit 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/from-australia/package-assisting-small-
exporters 
   

National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy 
Ever wondered how your vegies end up on your kitchen table or the 
spare parts for your washing machine end up in the shops?   

Between 2010 and 2030, our domestic freight task is expected to grow 
by 80 per cent.  This is one of the biggest productivity challenges facing 
our nation. 

The Coalition Government has announced an  Inquiry into Freight and 
Supply Chain productivity.   
 

For more information on how you can contribute visit 
www.infrastructure.gov.au/transport/freight/national-strategy.aspx 

Revitalising Regional Education in Forrest 

The Coalition Government has launched a comprehensive review  to boost  
outcomes for regional, rural and remote students not just at school, but also 
as they go on to further study, training and employment. 

I urge the south west’s education community, students, parents and employer 
groups to take part in this review process, because your input and suggestions 
will help shape the future of education in regional and rural Australia. A  
discussion paper and online platform for public submissions will become 
available from April 2017.  For more information on how to be involved please 
visit: https://www.education.gov.au/independent-review-regional-rural-and-

remote-education 
 

Carly Ryan was murdered by an online predator 10 years ago 
and this is the Memorial quilt made from Carly’s clothing by 
the SA Quilter’s Guild.  Pictured here at the unveiling with 
Carly’s Mother Sonya and the Hon. Michael Keenan. 

With Chris Seatory winner of Best Overall Most 
Outstanding painting at the Busselton Art in the 
Park event in January.  

At the Cystic Fibrosis Rally with Nettie Bourke, CEO 
of Cystic Fibrosis Australia, putting up photos of 
South West locals affected by this debilitating 
disease. 
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Does your community or organisation need an Australian, Aboriginal or Torres Straight 

Islander flag?  Contact my office and we can provide one free of charge! 

Commonwealth Home 
Support Programme (CHSP) 

Funding has been provided to the Forrest electorate to assist 
in delivering home support services to older Australians.  The 
CHSP is the entry level tier of the aged care system offering 
greater choice and more flexibility to older people.  The CHSP 
helps frail, older people who are assessed as needing  
assistance to continue to live independently at home and in 
their communities for longer. 
 

The program offers either low intensity ongoing support such 
as domestic assistance and care services or higher intensity 
support and care services on a longer term or episodic basis 
such as allied health (e.g. physiotherapy and speech 
pathology) and respite for carers.  
 

 For further information visit  
www.agedcare.health.gov.au/programs/commonwealth-
home-support-programme 

Help for budding  
Australian entrepreneurs 

New products are now available to help young Australians 
who are starting a business for the first time. 
 

People starting a business can download ASIC’s First  
Business App at www.moneysmart.gov.au/tools-and-
resources/calculators-and-apps/mobile-apps/first-business 
or visit the Plan & Start page on business.gov.au for valuable 
information including  
 Checklists to help with setting up a business 
 Ideas for developing business networks, and 
 Advice about planning and setting goals 

BSWAT Payment Scheme 

Thousands of eligible Australians with intellectual impairment 
could get a payment of $100 or more through the BSWAT  
Payment Scheme.  Registrations close 30 April 2017.  For  
information, check availability and to register visit 
 www.dss.gov.au/bswat  

The New Enterprise Incentive Scheme 
Job seekers who are interested in running a new small 
business may be eligible to participate in the New Enterprise 
Incentive Scheme (NEIS), delivered as part of jobactive.  The New 
Enterprise Scheme has helped over 159,000 Australians with 
training and business mentoring.  Recent changes provide more 
opportunities to help you start your own business.  For more 
information go to www.employment.gov.au/neis 

Increasing Choice in Home Care 

Residents in Forrest will benefit from an innovative new approach 
in flexible aged care that will help older residents remain in their 
homes for longer.    

Short-Term Restorative Care increases the options available in 
circumstances, for example, where older people would benefit 
from targeted assistance to recover from short-term incapacity or 
injury.  It aims to slow functional decline in older people and 
improve their health and wellbeing, so they remain independent 
for as long as possible and avoid prematurely entering permanent 
residential aged care. 
 

This will mean that funding for home care will—for the first 
Time—follow the consumer, not the provider.   

 

Consumers can find out more about the changes at 
www.myagedcare.gov.au 

A lovely morning spent 
with the wonderful 
volunteers and clients of 
the Harvey branch of 
Meals on Wheels. 

At the launch of Increasing Choice in Home Care with the 
Minister for Aged Care, Ken Wyatt, Bert van Manen MP, the 
Hon. Jane Prentice and the very active contributors who 
helped develop the process with the Minister.   
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